THE  LIGHT  OF  DAY

Our religious teachers have always admitted the
intellectual difficulties in the way of their faith; the
older ones have declared them unsurmountable.
The intellect knows nothing of a revealed religion,
of vicarious atonement and the like. All these
things, all the supernatural elements in our faith,
have their origin and authority in the religious sen-
timent, in the hopes, fears, intuitions, and aspira-
tions of mankind. Whatever proof these afford, it
is a kind of proof that cannot be addressed to our
rational faculties.

The mere intellectual assent to a religious doctrine
or scheme is usually barren, because religion has re-
ference to action, conduct, life. The will, the heart,
the imagination, must be enlisted, the moral nature
aroused. It is doubtful if the great mass of man-
kind give any intellectual assent to the doctrines of
their faith. The fathers of the church, in attempting
to give an intellectual basis to them, were led into
curious absurdities. Thus Irenseus said there must
be four Gospels, instead of three, because there were
four winds, and four corners of heaven. Our the-
ologians, in their appeal to reason, have not fared
much better. Worship, veneration, adoration, are
not intellectual acts, but motions of the spirit. Oui
assent to a doctrine of science, on the other hand,
is necessarily intellectual. It is not barren, because
intellectual results are alone to be expected. The
doctrine of evolution has stimulated the mind of our
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